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A Letter from the EXAMINER 120 the 
-” EXAMINER. 


SIR! 

r Ccording to laudable Cuftom, I fhould in- 
© troduce my felt to your Paper, by high 
¢ Encomiums on your great Abilities and 
¢ Eftablifh’d Reputation; burthe World 
¢ and you I are by this time intimate 
¢ enough to make thofe Ceremonies altogether Ufelefs 
¢ and Unneceffary. You know, the laft Time we con- 
« ferr'd together about the Enghfhman, it was thought 
¢ advifable to Humour the Town in their Contempt 
‘and Negle&t of him : But he is fo fenfible of the JIl- 
¢ Confequences of this fort of Treatment, that in his 
« Paper of Thurfday laf, lie cries out to you for Help, 
« and is angry, that you have not done him the Favour 
¢to Anfwer him. You will find he is Piqu’d, where 
‘he fays, The Creature is SO abandon’d to « t Senfe of 
‘ Shame or Hononr, afier being provoked to Aafwer to {9 
© many Fatls, of which be takes no Notice. This is a full 
‘ Period ; and I can aflure you, Sir, bad Engii/h and 
‘ Violation of Grammar were never thought reafonable 
‘ Excufes for not accepting a Challenge. — Jf you do not 
‘ make fome Reply, you are in Danger of being left 
‘ alone in the Field by your felf ; unlefs you depend 
¢ upon that hopeful Expreflion of his, where he fiys, 
’ Ts are not a proper Adverjary to Le engaged by an bone/t 
© Man, Whence you may perhaps conclude, that he, 
‘ who is the leaft difqualified to Engage, will by no 
‘ means decline that Service. Sir! that you may not 
‘ want Matter to go upon, when you begin to meddle 
* with his Fuéls, as he calls chem, [ here fend you an 
‘ Abftra&t of feveral remarkable Paffiges contain‘d in 
* his Papers, written fince the Examaner did him the 
* lat Favour ;.which may poflibly give you and the 
* Town no {mall Diverfion. 


‘ ENGLISHMAN, Numb. 26. He gives an Ac- 


— 


) © count of one Alexander Selkirk, who fell from a Pre- 


‘ cipice, and iay Senfele{s for the fpace of three Days. This 
© he calls 4 Plain Man's Story. 

© Numb. 27. He makes a Dutch Penjioner {peak to a 
© Town in Ablland alter the following manner : Tho’ 
* we have been engaged in a Wur for 4 Century and 4 half, 
‘ with the Two greate/t Powers in Europe fuccefft yely, we 
© bave been all the while encreafing in Wealth and Power. 
* Here, Sir, thew him how differently an Englib Deputy 
‘ought to Ag and Argue, in a Country, where War 
* has not the fame Bleffed Effects. 

© Numb, 28. Contains an admirable Account of the 
¢ Original of Britifh Liberty. He fays ; The Pesple, or 
‘ Soldiers, chofe their General ; and in the Divifion of 


* Lands the General had his Share; the Officers thetrs ; 


‘ and the Soldiers, or People, alfo theirs: The General be- 


© came theirPrince; and when be Died, another was chofen 


10 fucceed him, ‘The Shares of Land given to the Officers 
* were aftermards cal!’d Baronies ; and thofe given to the 
* Soldiers Feuda or Fees. He Inftances in Cyfevallan or 
* Caffibelan, Q. Boadicea’s General, chafen by the Sol 
‘ diers. L hope; Sir, you will be no more at a lofs for the 
* Original Compal ; nor ever contend for the Modern 


S way of erctling Baronies by a Royal Prerogative. He 


‘ 


£ is, Sir, as great a Lanyer as a Politician, and gives his 


; Opinion, That a Nobleman or Peer, £iity of Felony, 
mut be Hanged by the Neck, as well as 4 Common Scion. 


@‘ For, as he argues, The Reafon why Noblemen Jome- 
DS times HAPPEN 10 be Bebeaded is, becanfe Beheading 
DS is part of the Sentence in Cafes of High Treafon ; and 


* the Prince may Pardon or Remit any Part, or the Whole, 





« if be pleafer Tho’ he afflures us Magna Charta was 
© as old as Wiliim the Conguerer, yet he reflects on the 
© Norman Revolution, for fetting up at firft with the 
© Notion of a Gongue/t. 

* Numb, 31. The Local Lunacy feizes hini at the firft 
¢ Pronunciation of the Word Dankirk. The French 
‘ fays he, have receiv'd fuch mean Impreffions of our Nation, 
© as to hope, that an Addrefs will be procured from the 
‘ Houfe of Commons, to defire the Queen to preferve the 
© Port cf Dunkirk, and keep it in Her Hinds: Try, if 
‘ youcan, Sir, to juftity that mean fCandalous Conduct 
* of your Countrymen, in offering at any Advantage to 
* the State, or in prefuming to Addrefs Her Majeffy, to 
* accept of any thing without Leave of the Whigs, 

‘ Numb. 32. He goes deep in his Speculations upon 

‘ the Fundamentals of Government. . Power, fays he, 
© arifes from Strength : So that Conqueft is the beft 
© Title. Authority ts founded upon Opinion: Which is 
‘ certainly not quite fo good a Foundation as Grace, 
¢ And tho’ he calls a Kingdom a Great Family, whence 
‘ he had a good opportunity of introducing fomie fort 
* of Divine Right, yet he vefts the fole Command in the 
‘People: Becaufe in them 1; the Power of Strength ro 
¢ make a Law be Obey'd. Which is certainly true, when- 
* ever a Sett of good Managers can find ways to get 
‘ them together, Tho’ for many Reafons, | wifh he 
* had likewile given them the Power of Judging whar 
© Laws are fic to be Obey’'d, and what to be Broken. But 
‘ to make them amends whilft the People have all the 
« Power, the Minifters are to have all the Blame, if 
« any thing goes wrong. For their Authority ts ounded 
‘ in the Opinion which the Governed have of ff Piety 
© Wifdom, Fuftice and Valour of their Governors. 1 will 
© he had ftruck out Valour, and put Moderation down in 
‘ itsroom. Hence it follows, i whenever thefe Gu- 
© vernors lofe the good Opinion of the People (who are 
‘ never miftaken nor mifled by Calumny and Detra- 
€ tion) they forfeit their Crowns and Dignities; and 
‘ only Themfelves (not the People and their Infor- 
‘ mers) are to blame for it. Whenever therefore A/i- 
© niffers are ill-{poken of, they ought immediately to be 
‘ turn‘d out or hang’d ; and this he applies to King 
© Charles 1. whofe People, fays he, would have been recon- 
© cil'd to him, had he made s Misadhe of bis Minijters and 
¢ Judges. Hifturians fay, many fuch Examples were 
‘ made both of the Guilty and Innocent ; and yet no 
* fuch Reconciliation follow’d, only the King br ave 
‘ them at his Death. But the Application is carried yet 
© further; and he adds, That the Laft Parliament threy 
“ omt the Bill of Commerce, as De/fruttive to the Trade 
» of this Kingdom ; and tt ts {uch as would inevitably Starve 
© our Poor, and fink the Landed Intereft. Tell me: Sir 
‘ is he, who can thus Belye the Laff Parliament fit to 
‘ appear in the next ? , 

© Numb, 34. Contains a large Encomium on the Uni- 
‘ verfi'y of Oxford, whence a Genius arofe, capable of 
© faying fuch fine Things as thefe ; ~—— / fam thee —— 
© O Cenfor of the Britons, holding the Rains of the noify 
‘ Theatre, pointing ont to them each noble Sentiment, di- 
‘ recting their Applaufes, and giving Laws to the Multi- 
© tudes, who readi!y obey'd thee, 

‘ Numb. 35. The Englith Minifters heretofore, parti- 
© cularly a Secretary, were no Fools, becanfe ee receiv'd 
‘ Tribute, that is, Bribes, from France. This Charge 
* was made good then, but where it is apply'd without 
* Proof, the Englifh, who are no Fp—t;, may be very 
© great Ri——~zs, for publithing it. 

* Numb. 36. ola very imartly; That the Old 
“ Miniftry ought to be civilly treated, becanje they sre 


§ the Predecellors of the New ; and efpecially the D. of 
‘ M. 






























owes. © M, fisice the Firdowr of rhe Court towards him is only 
QAM fulpended: He is not a difmifs’d; but acts by a 
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Deputy. Pil flew you, ys this Author; fpeakingwfa 
Pacifu , one, who can make # braver Loup 
d'Ecclat for fubverting the Gonfricution by a Stratocraly, 
than the D. of M. at the He Two Files. Ata, 


9 * well Pofted, which make but juft Twelve. And then to 
© thew how little Danger there is in his Hero, he ads ; 


© All True Englifhmen are Delighted, becaufe Jo Abic 
© and Loyal a Subjett of Her Majefty, is finated fo, as to 
© make proper Objervations for the Good and Service f his 
© Queen and Country.. But then the Stile is alrered, 
© and he magnifies His Gra—’s ftrange Complaifance ; 
© When WE pleafe to call Him, WE. bave the greatct 
© Leader inthe World, to rally our broken Forces. After 
« the D-ke, who fo proper to be introduc’d’as Mr.S:—c, 
© that Ingenious, that Facetious Gentleman, at ulofe Ap- 
© pearance All at Button’s ve and pay their Conspii- 
© ments? ——mm That great Philofopber, who could anjner 
© all Reproaches and Calumnies.——— Bat to avoid Avro- 
© game——= His Modefiy——— And becaufe he is ofrad 
* of being to Confiderable ——~ After this, Sir, will you 
© ever offer to bring Calumnies and Reproaches near 
© him? Hideous Calumnies! So vafily do they fall fhort 
€ of Truth! | AMIR A. 
© Numb. 37. He brings himfelf in for Mifprifion of 
© Treafon, : undertaking to fay, and confequent!y to 
‘know; That the Popith Priefts in England carry their 
© Comrerts in. Trinmph to Mafs, and boaft of their 
© Numbers. 
‘ Numb. 4c. As 2 geod Proof that the Fears and Ap- 
prehenfious of his Faction are well-grounded, he re- 
prefents the People and Country of France to be the 
moft Poor and. Defpicable under Heaven. 
* Numb. 41. Queen Elizabeth is made to call thofe, 
who had abus’d Her in the Affair of Trace, Harpies 
and Horje-Leeches, But the Moderns, who are plagu d 
with a Party prepar’d to give up all our Trade to our 
Neighbours, muft have no Benefit of the Appii- 
cation. 
© Numb. 43. He thusattacks the Exminer. The Sub- 
© felt of bis Queen's dndifpofition is the laff Occafion that a 
< Man of any Religion or 200d Breeding would have taken, 
© foi ¢ bis Rite agdinft his Oppe ers: Very trie: 
© Had nor thofe Oppojers Ly’d exceedingly in their Re- 
© ports about the Oxeen’s Indifpofiion and Death? But 
© when the Queen was teally found to be in Health, a 
€ little Mirth :omthat eration might have. been Par- 
© don’d by the demureft Whig, who had juft before taken 
€ his Turn of good Humour. ‘ 

The Engiifhman is pleas’ to fay, Numb. 42. Tha: the 
© Laft Miniftry were geo Condemn'd and brbaroxfty 
© Treated. This Infule againit the Legiflature he carries 
© fomewhat Further. Numb. 36. Where he floutly ‘af- 
‘ firms; That no hone/t Man in the World, except the 
© French King, can find an Intercjt in leffening the Reps- 
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“ tation of the D. of M. This of it felf, is not fafiicient, 


¢ without a Flirt at the Adverfary; and therefore he 
© gravely obferves, Numb. 32. That if Rewards and Py- 
© “nifhments bad been equally diftributed, Some would. be 


- © Lower than they are, and Others Higher. Then comes 


« another Fleer, Vumb.37. Every Member of the Corfede- 
© racy thinks the Miniltets bave been as Upright to.them, as 
© they have ta their oxn Country. Then another acNwrb.4 2. 
« Fortune bas given the Miniftry Preferment for a Time : 
« And another, ditto, Jf certain Gentlemen do not go 
© to France, or fend for Company from thence buc 
© his main Quarrel to them is, Numb. 43. becaufe They 
© do not filence the Examiner ; For which he fays they are 
© Ingratcful to the Queen ; and he calls their Conduct G- 
© minal and Illegal: ‘he had juft before faid, No. 42. 





© At prefent the Miniftry are exempt Jrom Scandal ‘and 


© Calumny. This Bufinefs of Silencing the Examiner he 
« frequently repeats, and in ftronger Terms than the 
© Dunkirk Stile, ILEXPECT IT. It is indeed out of 
‘ his Province, and therefore he wilely leaves ir to 
© others, as a Matter, gn which they would fenfibly 
‘ oblige him, and coutribute very much to his Repofe 
© and Quiet. 

6 Numb. 45. He rehearfes his Fears of the Pretender, 
© and gives a Copy of the Bull againft Queen Elizabech ; 


© not remembring, that the Fir/? Pablifber was hang’d 


€ for his Pains, and rhat groundlefs Fealoufy is as fatal 
* toa State as Superftition. 
© Numb. 46. Contains a long Letter, fubferib’d Ri- 


chad S:—le: in which, as the Whigs fay, he has fh 
anfiver'd the Examiner's Attack upon the Jrifh Wyn. 
who, by a ftrauge Metaphor of Mr. S:—le’s, are calj'j 
the Fie Razin, His Lester begins with a Bull, and 
esils with a Fe/f. Mr. Sr-le, like other great Scojj. 
by parting with afew of his beft Names, feems ¢, 
have loft all his Genius for Debate. He mends by, 
© judifferently on your Hands 5. whilft Tom Smith has 
* improv d himfelt into a weekly Author. His firft Rea. 
‘ fon, why you have wrong’d the Jri/h Whigs is, Je. 
© caufe Government has been compar'd to a Pyramid, 
© His Second, becanfe the True Bais i Government 
‘is the Affection of thofe, «bd are Subjetl to ir. His 
© Third, becaufe Ireland is Covern’d by Queen, Lords 
‘andCommons: And his Fourth, Becauje the Lon. 
donderry 4nd Innifkilling Men were ery brave 
Felbws. Thefe, Sir, are ftrong Reafons Wiech you 
will never Reply to; and they affe& you juft a; 
much as the Wir of another Tezgue did a Gentleman 
his Mafler ; who wanted to write a Letter, and was told 
by his Man, He might make ufe of one, he had then 
€ about him, and which he had receiv’d the Day before 
‘ from a Relation in the Country. Mr. S:i—/e wilely 
““obferves; Af the Proceedings againff the Lord Chan. 
* cellor are Interrupted, it will be a ftrong Argament on the 
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‘ Side of the Commons, What does he mean by Tie 


. Proceedings being Interrupted ? The Commons have Ad- 
* drefs'd, and aflign’d Casfes, which are found to be 
© Weak and Frivolous. They have demanded Fudgmen:, 
“and would they notv bevitito proceed again? Oh but 
* the Clerg y's Addrefs (for he pafles by the Lords) is no 
© Abfolution. What then? Are they not to_be heard, 
‘ when they {peak well of their Governors? Their Jnter. 
¢ poftion, fays Mr. Si—le, rather P/tifes Mr. Mo—th, 
than Refutes the Houfe of Commons. Monftrous ! Is 
not a fingle Clergyman’s Teftimony admitted in Be- 
half of the meaneft Criminal even againgt the Gown? 
¢ Where then is the Parallel between this Cafe and 
* Biafpbemy ? He owns, Mr. Mo——th tus faid a Lu- 
© dicrous Thing ; but is forry, i was fatd of the Clergy, 
© He means, He is forvy they appear'd, where undoubted- 
« ly they had a Right to give Evidence. Butvis not this 
$ Ludicrous Thing in the Words of Holy Scrip:ung? 
¢ Why then does lie boldly afferr, Thar..rhe Chriftian 
‘ Religion is not concern’d'? When Her Sacred Oracles 
‘ are Prophaned in a Ludicrous manier, and made the 
‘ Vehicles of Cafumtiy and Injaftice. Fhe whole Stef 
‘ of his Argumeiit is this ;Becaufe the Swbyett has a 
Right to Petition, thetefore the Matter ofall Petitions 
is good : And becaufe the Commons pf Ireland would in 
4 Price on the Pretender’s ead ; therefore all thei Pr: 
ceeding s’aré juftifiable. Whoever can argue thus m:9 
talk of Foaminz, and be told of Driviing at the fame 
Time. He Fancies the E.vaminer Nas anEye to the 
Pretender, when he calls’'Her Majefty the Laj? of the 
Stuarts. * Bur does not’ that very Exprefhion fuppof 
Him Jilegitimate ? And why may not the Ba-aminer Sich 
over the Riins of a Great and Good “Houfe, when tie 
Wing: have fo often Triumph 'd over them, with In- 
punity? Mr. Sr—fe may have Fears; in which he owns, 
He 1s Singular : But he would do well co confine then 
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the Road, if he doécs''not' Like their Mein and Ai, 
without being bid to Stand and Deliver. But uc 
a Romantick Vialur or ‘Fear will, once a AL, 
bring him ‘to the Bur for Manflaughter 3 and wie to 
* frequent. Repetition of thar Crime bring him, whife 
©1 hope he will’ not ‘find it too late to Retratt 
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¢ Error. “It was ill done of him to Proteft bis Sincertiiy 


* fo foleiinly, when, if Aurbority depends on Opinin, 
‘ that alone were enough'to ‘call ie in Queftion ; ani 
‘ his applying Negue Parpertas, neque Mors, neque V' 
‘ cala, to Humfelf, is a pleafane Barter upon the O'4 
© Heroes ; becaufe he knows'the Patiente of his 
* vernors vaftly furpafiles all ‘his Provocations. 
‘ Thas, Sir, 1 have fént youa Gilettion of Frag mn: 
‘ which, in your Difputes with this Adverfary, m 
‘ either ferve to furnith you with Whole Volunzs, or fi 

* ever excufe you, if you never Engage Him'more. 

1 am, Mr. EXAMINER, 
With all lmapinable Afcition, 

Your very Humble Servant, 

“THE EXAMINER. 
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rather to his own Perfon, than the Publick, Ami 
he may refolve to Fite apon every One he meets on 

























































